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and culturally Hungarian. Also, enough still lies within the boundaries
of Hungary so that it forms the largest and most productive portion
of that country.

The Great Alfold is a rich steppe region. One might almost
imagine that nature had detached a portion of the Black Earth region
of Russia, and set it down within the protective arc of the Carpathians.
On all sides the flat, featureless plain advances to meet the horizon. The
neat, whitewashed houses of the farming villages, and occasional peas-
ants in their picturesque costumes, alone break the monotony of the
landscape. The luxuriant growth of grass and the fine stand of grain
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to be seen on all sides bear ample testimony to the fertility of the soil.
Throughout most of the region the lacustrine sands and clays are
covered with rich loessial and alluvial soils. In a portion of the area
between the Tisza and the Danube, and in a few other sections, the
appearance of the landscape changes. The continuous sod breaks up
into bunch grass, and the grain fields disappear. Instead, shepherds and
herdsmen in their sheepskin coats guard large flocks of sheep and care
for extensive herds of cattle and horses. Here also the fields are larger ,
and the villages much farther apart. The cause of all these changes is
the appearance of a coarse, sandy soil. In places the sand even appears
in dunes, and there great groves of locust trees have been planted to
anchor the dunes.